82   THE BEAUTIFUL LADY CRAVEN
gether on terms of the greatest cordiality, I happened to meet with two young ladies who had determined to go to a celebrated woman, who was famous for predicting future events, or rather, for telling fortunes. Upon our being admitted, after saying a few words to my young friends, she addressed herself to me, by saying, " I have not the pleasure of knowing who you are, but, from the very particular marks in your countenance, I am certain you are born for great events ; 1 must be allowed to draw your horoscope/' I smiled and consented: but as she said that she could not complete it directly, I was induced to give her my age, and the day and hour of my birth, that she might write it down and send it to me in the course of a week. I returned home and thought little more about it. In about ten days I received a letter, which, on opening, I found to contain the Sibyl's prediction. She stated that I was to have a family of seven children ; that I then was to separate from my husband, who would die before me ; that I should go abroad, and that I should marry again with some Royal personage, and come into the possession of great riches. I had at that time no idea of a separation, nor could I form the thought of a connexion with any other person, much less with one whose rank was so exalted as that of a Margrave.might have passed for an idle tale, had not Cicero demonstrated the truth of the predict ion I" which in effect is saying, that if a prediction happen to prove true, it. is a real prophecy ; if otherwise, it is an idle tale.
